H.C. Andersen and Karen Blixen

Call for papers

There can be no doubt that Hans Christian Andersen and Karen Blixen are the two most famous

and celebrated Danish storytellers. Both writers and their respective authorships have grasped the
attention and imagination of readers all over the world. There is a wealth of scholarship on both au-
thorships and international conferences on both writers have gathered participants from many parts
of the world. But the possible affinities and points of intersection between the two writers and their
authorships have been more or less neglected.

There are obvious reasons for this. Internationally, Andersen is almost exclusively recognised as a
writer of fairy tales and more often than not viewed predominantly as a children’s writer. He was born
to a very poor family and in spite of his social climb he in several ways remained a man of the people
and an alien figure amongst the elite of the society of his day. Blixen, on the other hand, was born as a
member of the societal elite and she successfully maintained an air of aristocracy and exotic mystery
throughout her career. She never wrote fairy tales proper but rather sophisticated novellas disguised
as classical tales of destiny.

However, there are numerous affinities and points of intersection between the two writes and their
respective authorships. They were both avid travellers with a deep interest in and an astonishing
sensitivity towards other cultures. They share an acute eye for the Other - or the Other’s - perspective,
while they at the same time are

acutely aware of human fallibility when it comes to acknowledging the point of view of the Other.
While still alive, they were both active and expert designers of their own myths as artists and storytell-
ers. They were both Romantics in key senses of this term and they were both visual artists in their own
right.

The tales and stories of both writers share central
concerns and have important themes and motifs in
common. The faculty of imagination and its crucial

but often wayward impact on the human condition is

a major concern in both authorships. States of anxie

ty and struggles of recognition abound in them both.
The same goes for Gothic undercurrents and elements of
the literary fantastic. The question of genre is a pertinent
thematic issue in the tales and stories of both writers.

In order to explore these and hopefully many more such affini-
ties and points of intersection the Hans Christian Andersen Centre
will host a seminar on Andersen and Blixen on the 18th and 19th
of November 2015. Abstracts of about half a page for proposed
papers should be submitted to us before the first of May 2015.
Presentations will be 45 minutes including a discussion.

Abstracts should be submitted to Jacob Baggild (jaboe@sdu.dk)
or Anya Aarenstrup (anaa@sdu.dk) at the Centre.

The papers presented at the seminar will be
published as an anthology by the Centre.




Call for papers

"lisjomfruen” er, blandt H.C. Andersens eventyr og his-
torier, den klart leengste eskapade. Samtidig balancerer
teksten pa en knivsaeg - eller klippeafsats — mellem even-
tyret og novellen (iblandet ikke sa lidt af rejseskildringen).
De overnaturlige elementer, der indgar i historien, har en
karakter, som er ganske saeregen i forhold til eventyrene
og historierne generelt, og forteelleren er suveraent tilst-
edevaerende pa en made, som — i hvert fald for en umid-
delbar betragtning — kan forekomme den littereert sensitive
laeser suvereent irriterende. Hvis "lisjomfruen” pa sadanne
ledder er en underligt fremmed fugl blandt eventyrene og
historierne, rummer den dog motivisk-tematiske og diskur-
sive brokker, som associerer til en maengde andre af dem.
Finn Barlby har saledes udnaevnt "lisjomfruen” til at veere
en af Andersens tre store historier, med "Sneedronningen”
og "Tante Tandpine” som de to @vrige, og som i tilfeeldet
med disse to er der tale om en stykkevist opdelt tekst, der,
som ogsa papeget af Barlby, har forfgrelse som tema.

Det kan undre, at en sa uegal, men samtidig fascinerende
tekst ikke har faet starre opmaerksomhed i den litteraere
Andersen-forskning, nar man ser bort fra Niels Kofoeds
indgaende afsnit og gvrige bemaerkninger om den i
Studier i H.C. Andersens forteellekunst, Johan de Mylius’
indgéende analyse i Forvandlingens pris og en sammen-
lignende analyse med "Sneedronningen” af Jgrgen Dines
Johansen i Hans Christian Andersen (Bloom’s Modern
Critical Views). Det vil vi fra H.C. Andersen Centrets side
gerne rade bod pa og derfor inviterer vi til et seminar om
"lisjomfruen” den 20. november 2014. Opleeg vil veere af
45 minutters varighed inklusive 10 minutters diskussion.
Abstracts pa cirka en halv side skal sendes til Jacob
Baggild (jaboe@sdu.dk) eller Anya Aarenstrup (anaa@
sdu.dk) ved centret inden den 1. september 2014. Papers
til seminaret behgver ikke vaere snaevert littereert vinklede.

Det er tanken, at seminaret efterfglges af en bogudgivelse
i serien H.C. Andersen Centrets skriftraekke.
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